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AABANY HIRES ITS FIRST EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

NEW YORK – AUGUST 5, 2009 – The Asian American Bar Association of New York (AABANY), a member based organization dedicated to promoting the interests of Asian Pacific American attorneys, announced today that Yang Chen has been hired to serve as its first Executive Director.  Mr. Chen has been an active AABANY member for many years and has served in many leadership positions within the association, including president in 2008-2009.  Prior to becoming AABANY’s Executive Director, Mr. Chen was a founding partner of the law firm of Constantine Cannon.  He is a graduate of Binghamton University and New York University School of Law.

“This significant milestone is a step in an ongoing strategic plan which, in the past three years, has led to a dramatic increase of our membership, the creation of new and vibrant committees, hundreds of hours of free CLE programs, and new initiatives to raise the association’s stature,” says James P. Chou, AABANY’s current president.  “Yang has the institutional knowledge, proven leadership skills, and passion for AABANY’s mission to help take the association to new heights and establish it as the bar association of choice for all Asian Pacific American lawyers in the tri-state area.” 

Yang Chen adds, “Having been an integral part of AABANY for the past several years, I have gained important insights into how the bar association has grown and evolved.  As AABANY’s first Executive Director, I am excited to apply my knowledge and experience with AABANY to help guide it to an even higher level of prominence.” 
###

The Asian American Bar Association of New York is a professional membership organization of attorneys concerned with issues affecting the Asian Pacific American community.  Incorporated in 1989, AABANY seeks not only to encourage the professional growth of its members but also to advocate for the Asian Pacific American community as a whole.  AABANY is the New York regional affiliate of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA).  To learn more about AABANY, visit www.aabany.org.
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