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AABANY APPLAUDS THE CONFIRMATION OF PREET BHARARA AS THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

NEW YORK – AUGUST 14, 2009 – The Asian American Bar Association of New York (AABANY) welcomed the news that Preet Bharara was confirmed on August 7, 2009 as the United States Attorney for the Southern District of New York.

“The appointment of Mr. Bharara as the first Asian American U.S. Attorney in the Southern District of New York is a significant milestone and a step forward in promoting diversity in the country’s premier federal prosecutors’ office,” says James P. Chou, President of AABANY.  Chou adds:  “Not only is Mr. Bharara a champion of diversity—as evidenced by his tireless efforts as Chief Counsel to Senator Schumer in facilitating the appointment of Judge Kiyo A. Matsumoto of the Eastern District of New York—he is eminently qualified for this prestigious position.  His stellar credentials and demonstrated commitment to justice will make him an outstanding U.S. Attorney.”

Born in India and raised in Monmouth County, New Jersey, Mr. Baharara is a graduate of Harvard College and Columbia Law School.  Mr. Bharara spent seven years in private practice before joining the U.S. Attorneys’ office for the Southern District of New York in 2000.  During his five-year tenure there, he prosecuted cases involving securities fraud, organized crime, narcotics, and other crimes.  In 2005, Mr. Bharara became Chief Counsel to Senator Charles Schumer and served as the Staff Director for the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Administrative Oversight and the Courts.  

AABANY applauds President Obama for nominating Mr. Bharara, Senator Schumer for recommending him to the post and the Senate for its swift confirmation. 

###

The Asian American Bar Association of New York is a professional membership organization of attorneys concerned with issues affecting the Asian Pacific American community.  Incorporated in 1989, AABANY seeks not only to encourage the professional growth of its members but also to advocate for the Asian Pacific American community as a whole.  AABANY is the New York regional affiliate of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA).  To learn more about AABANY, visit www.aabany.org.
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