Judge Denny Chin to Speak and Receive Honorary Degree at St. John’s School of Law 2010 Commencement Exercises
Queens, NY (April 29, 2010)−Michael A. Simons, Dean of St. John’s School of Law, is pleased to announce that newly appointed Second Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Denny Chin will speak at this year’s Commencement Exercises on Sunday, June 6. Rev. Donald J. Harrington, C.M., President of St. John’s University, will confer an honorary Doctor of Laws Degree to Judge Chin.
Judge Chin has been a United States District Judge for the Southern District of New York since 1994 and his appointment to the Second Circuit Court of Appeals was unanimously confirmed by the Senate on April 22, 2010.  

Born in Hong Kong, Judge Chin immigrated to New York as a child and attended Stuyvesant High School, Princeton University and Fordham Law School. After law school, he clerked for a federal judge and worked at a large law firm before joining the United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York (where he worked with former Law School Dean, Mary C. Daly). 

After his government service, Judge Chin formed his own firm, where he specialized in representing employees and unions and fighting against discrimination. When President Clinton appointed him to the federal bench in 1994, Judge Chin became the only Asian-American federal judge outside of the Ninth Circuit. His appointment to the Court of Appeals makes him the only Asian-American currently filling an active federal appellate judgeship.

In his 15-year tenure on the bench, Judge Chin has presided over many high-profile cases. He is widely known for sentencing financier Bernard L. Madoff to 150 years in prison, the maximum for his offenses. He has also been overseeing the settlement of milestone lawsuits over Google’s plans to create an expansive digital book library.

Judge Chin’s commitment to public service extends beyond the bench. He is the current Treasurer for the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association Judicial Council and past President of the Asian American Bar Association of New York. He is also a member of the Federal Bar Council Public Service Committee, the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association and the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund.
As Rev. Harrington, C.M. notes, Judge Chin’s “long and distinguished record of public service and his recent appointment as the only actively sitting Asian-American federal appellate judge make him a particularly appropriate role model for our students, many of whom are themselves from backgrounds underrepresented in the legal profession and all of whom aspire to the excellence that Judge Chin so clearly embodies.” Adds Dean Simons, “Judge Chin not only speaks to the classic American success story, he shows by example how the study of law prepares us to be leaders who can make a difference in our local communities and in the world. We are privileged to honor Judge Chin and pleased to make him an honorary member of the St. John’s family.”
Media interested in covering the School of Law’s Commencement can contact Dominic Scianna, Assistant Vice President for Media Relations, St. John's University, by calling (718) 990-6185 or e-mail credential requests to sciannad@stjohns.edu. For information about the Law School and its 2010 Commencement, contact the School’s Director of Communications, Lori Herz, at (718) 990-8351 or herzl@stjohns.edu. 

