NEW YORK, NY. – March 12, 1010 – The South Asian Bar Association of New York (SABANY), the North American South Asian Bar Association (NASABA) and the Asian American Bar Association of New York (AABANY) teamed up to host a reception honoring Preet Bharara, U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York, on March 10.

Bharara was nominated as the U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York by President Barack Obama and was sworn in for that position in October. More than 120 friends, colleagues and supporters attended the event in his honor.

"It’s such a pleasure to share this accomplishment with so many of my colleagues," said Bharara. "The most important piece of advice I can offer is to encourage everyone to dedicate some of their time to work in public service. The work I have done in public service is by far the most rewarding of my career, and I feel truly blessed to be surrounded each day by smart people who believe so strongly in the work we do."

As U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York, Bharara oversees 200 attorneys responsible for prosecuting some of the nation’s most high-profile court cases, including that of September 11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed.

"This event was a great success by all accounts," said Kruti Dharia, president of SABANY. "Preet is an inspiration to attorneys from all walks of life, and it was our pleasure to join together with so many of our South Asian American friends and colleagues to celebrate his appointment to one of the highest profile legal positions in the country."

Bharara was born in Ferozepur, India and grew up in suburban Monmouth County, New Jersey. He graduated from Harvard College in 1990 and from Columbia Law School in 1993.

"Preet’s story is a perfect example of all that you can achieve professionally through dedication and hard work. His humility, humor and sense of justice make him a popular public official on both sides of the aisle and motivate each of us to do our part to serve," said Sonjui Kumar, president of NASABA. "We were delighted to team up with SABANY and AABNY to host this inspirational event in his honor."

About NASABA
The North American South Asian Bar Association (NASABA) is the principal voice for legal issues in the South Asian community and a diverse voice for the community at large. NASABA chapters serve local communities in the United States and Canada, their members leading and practicing in top law firms, government agencies, academia, and public interest groups. With over 6,000 members in 27 chapters NASABA provides a powerful support network for South Asians in the legal community as well as a deep expert pool for the media and events.

About SABANY
The South Asian Bar Association of New York (SABANY) is an organization of South Asian attorneys practicing in the New York Metropolitan region. SABANY is dedicated to ensuring the civil liberties of the South Asian community in New York, by acting as a conduit between the South Asian community and legal services and educational programs in the area. In addition, the organization is committed to promoting the professional development of the South Asian legal community through networking, advocacy and mentoring.

About AABANY
The Asian American Bar Association of New York (AABANY) is a professional membership organization of attorneys concerned with issues affecting the Asian Pacific American community. Incorporated in 1989, AABANY seeks not only to encourage the professional growth of its members but also to advocate for the Asian Pacific American community as a whole.

