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MINKWON CENTER, NEWLY FORMED ASIAN AMERICAN REDISTRICTING COALITION (ACCORD) 

HOLD PRESS CONFERENCE ON REDISTRICTING ACTIVITIES 
 
Flushing, NY – The MinKwon Center for Community Action (formerly YKASEC) and more than ten 

other community organizations announced today at a press conference that they had created the 

Asian American Community Coalition On Redistricting and Democracy (ACCORD).  The 

groups announced that the new coalition would seek to protect and empower New York’s rapidly-

growing Asian American community during the redistricting process. 

 

According to the 2010 Census, the Asian American population surged by 36% in New York State this 

past decade, making it the fastest growing major racial group in the state.  In New York City alone, 

the Asian American community grew by 32% and now makes up the majority in seven 

neighborhoods city-wide, and more than one in every eight New York City residents is now Asian 

American.  15 State Assembly districts and 6 State Senate districts now have Asian American 

populations equal to or exceeding 20 percent of the district’s total population, and five Assembly 

districts and two State Senate districts have Asian American populations exceeding 30 percent.   

 

The coalition includes a diverse set of non-partisan groups such as the MinKwon Center for Community 

Action (serving as Coalition lead), OCA-NY Chapter, Asian American Legal Defense & Education Fund 

(AALDEF), Chinese Progressive Association (CPA), Korean Americans for Political Advancement (KAPA), 

Korean Community Services of Metropolitan New York, Inc. (KCS), Taking Our Seat, Asian Americans for 

Equality (AAFE), Asian American Bar Association of New York (AABANY), Queensboro Hill 

Neighborhood Association.  ACCORD groups announced an ambitious campaign of efforts on redistricting, 

such as community education workshops & town-hall forums, advocacy with the legislative taskforce on 

redistricting (LATFOR) to open the process to ensure community input, and community mobilization and 

participation in upcoming hearings in September in New York City. 

 

MinKwon Center for Community Action Executive Director Steven Choi said, “As the fastest-growing group 

in New York City and New York State, we believe that active participation in the redistricting process is 

crucial to empowering our communities.  We believe that the end result of this process should provide 

meaningful opportunities for Asian Americans and other communities of color to become more engaged in 

the political process and elect candidates of their choice.” 

 

“We believe that our community members should have a voice on crucial issues, like redistricting, that will 

affect the composition of their neighborhoods and services offered in their districts,” said Linda Lee, KCS 



 

Associate Director.  Through this coalition, our hope is that we can better educate our community members 

on why redistricting is important to them and how they can become involved in creating change in the 

political arena. 

 

CPA Executive Director Mae Lee said, “For the past 10 years, we have continued to see new immigrants 

make Chinatown and the Lower East Side their new home.  These new residents have much in common with 

their long-time resident neighbors.  We look forward to working with ACCORD.  For the first time in NYC, 

Asian Americans will come together to advocate for a common agenda on redistricting that will benefit Asian 

Americans and people of color in neighborhoods all across the city.” 

 

"Democracy dies behind closed doors, this redistricting process must be open and accessible for communities 

to meaningfully participate in," stated Elizabeth R. OuYang, President, OCA-NY.  

 

AALDEF staff attorney Jerry Vattamala said, “AALDEF has defended the voting rights of Asian Americans 

for over three decades.  AALDEF’s goal is to draw districts that will provide Asian Americans with full and 

fair opportunities to elect candidates of their choice and to keep Asian American communities of common 

interest together in compliance with the federal Voting Rights Act.” 

 

"Redistricting involves multiple considerations, but these considerations have different levels of priority,” 

said John Park of KAPA.  To maintain the highest level of voter equality, the priority must be to place the 

voice of communities of interest over the voice of incumbent interests.”   
 

 

The MinKwon Center for Community Action was established in 1984 to meet the needs and concerns of the Korean American 

community through immigrant rights and political empowerment.  The MinKwon Center has emerged as a leading organization in 

building a sustained community for marginalized individuals, including recent immigrants, minorities, low-income residents, limited 

English proficient persons, elderly and youth. 

 

The Asian American Community Coalition On Redistricting and Democracy (ACCORD) is a non-partisan coalition of 

organizations and individuals committed to advancing the opportunities of Asian Pacific American and minority communities to 

meaningfully participate in the political process.  ACCORD recognizes that redistricting plays a pivotal and fundamental role in these 

opportunities, and supports redistricting plans that keep together communities of interest that exist in and around ethnic neighborhoods 

across New York.  
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