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AABANY APPLAUDS SELECTION OF KAREN I. WU AS RECEIPIENT OF NYSBA’S 2012 

OUTSTANDING YOUNG LAWYER AWARD 
 

NEW YORK – December 5, 2011 – The Asian American Bar Association of New York 
(“AABANY”) applauds the selection of Karen I. Wu, co-chair of AABANY’S Pro Bono and 
Community Service Committee, as the recipient of the 2012 New York State Bar Association 
(“NYSBA”) Outstanding Young Lawyer Award. 

The NYSBA will be presenting the 2012 Outstanding Young Lawyer Award at an Award Presentation 
and Reception during the NYSBA Annual Meeting on Thursday, January 26, 2012 at the New York 
Hilton in New York City.  Each year, the NYSBA’s Young Lawyers Section honors a young lawyer 
who has rendered outstanding service to both the community and legal profession.  The Outstanding 
Young Lawyer Award recognizes an attorney who has actively practiced less than 10 years, and has a 
distinguished record of commitment to the finest traditions of the Bar through public service and 
professional activities. 

“We congratulate Karen, and we are grateful to the NYSBA Young Lawyers Section for recognizing 
Karen’s exemplary legal work and continued commitment to the public interest community,” states 
AABANY President-elect, Jean Lee.  “I am truly honored and humbled to receive the NYSBA’s 2012 
Outstanding Young Lawyer Award.  I am extremely fortunate to be able to practice law in an area that 
has a positive social impact, and it has always been important for me to serve the community in a 
volunteer capacity as well.  Volunteering is not always convenient, but I have seen how communities 
are changed when people give their time to serve others, and would encourage all attorneys to find 
ways to make a difference,” says Karen. 

Karen I. Wu is an associate at Perlman & Perlman, LLP, a New York City-based law firm, which 
focuses on representing the philanthropic community.  Karen has provided counsel to public charities, 
private foundations, fundraising professionals, and for-profit companies engaging in cause marketing 
and philanthropy.  She advises clients on a variety of issues including corporate governance and tax 
issues, fundraising regulatory compliance, joint ventures, political activities, business activities, and 
intellectual property matters. She is the author of several articles regarding fundraising regulation and 
tax compliance, and has provided several workshops and teleconferences to various members of the 
nonprofit community.  Karen is a board member of the Townsend Harris High School Alumni 
Association, as well as Open Hands Legal Services, a nonprofit organization that provides free legal 
services and counseling to the poor in New York City.  She serves as Pro Bono Counsel to the National 
Collegiate Table Tennis Association and Taiwan Mission Foundation.  She currently serves as the co-
chair of the Pro Bono and Community Service Committee of the AABANY.  Karen earned a J.D. from 
Brooklyn Law School in 2004, and a B.A. from Wellesley College in 2000.   



### 
 
The Asian American Bar Association of New York (“AABANY”) is a professional membership 
organization of attorneys concerned with issues affecting the Asian Pacific American community.  
Incorporated in 1989, AABANY seeks not only to encourage the professional growth of its members 
but also to advocate for the Asian Pacific American community as a whole.  AABANY is the New 
York regional affiliate of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA).  To learn 
more about AABANY, visit www.aabany.org.   
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